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VEVAY TOWNSHIP 

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 Special Meeting 

 Thursday, May 20, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

Vevay Township Hall – 780 Eden Road, Mason 

__________ 
 

 MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Supervisor John Lazet, Clerk JoAnne Kean (arrived at 1:03 p.m.), 

Treasurer Christopher Lewis, Trustee Richard Lacasse and Trustee 

Patricia McNeilly  

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Deputy Clerk Mary Ruttan  

Others Present: None 
 

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Lazet at 1:02 p.m. and followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call/Excuse Absent Members.   All members were present. 

 

Set/Amend Agenda.  The following was added to the agenda: 

 

 Pending Business:  T-1 Sewer District 

 

MOTION Lazet, seconded McNeilly, to set agenda as amended. 
 

 Roll Call    Ayes:  Lazet, Lewis, Lacasse, McNeilly, & Kean 

      Nays:  None 

 

Public Comment.  None 

 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Section 3.27 Solar Energy Systems.  Capital Steel and 

Wire has an application to install a solar array on their Eden Road property.  They have been 

held up as they cannot meet the setbacks due to the unique size of the parcel.  The Planning 

Commission recommends approval of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment to allow for a reduced 

side setback if the parcel and those contiguous are zoned industrial or commercial. 

 

MOTION Lewis, seconded McNeilly, that the Board adopt Zoning Ordinance amendment 

68.50, to amend Section 3.27 (A)(4)(b) as recommended by the Planning Commission, 

granting the Commission flexibility in reducing side lot line setbacks between commercial 

and industrial parcels for placement of Small Solar Energy Systems. 

 

 Roll Call Vote   Ayes:  Lewis, Lazet, Kean, McNeilly, & Lacasse 

      Nays:  None 

 

2021-22 Vevay Township Fee Schedule Language.  Supervisor Lazet explained that the 

Township’s fee schedule language regarding the administrative fee associated with the Site Plan 

Review, and the Zoning Compliance Permit/Review, is confusing to persons seeking those 
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services.  A revision to the Fee Schedule language clarifying the applicable administrative fee 

will be presented to the Board at the June meeting. 

 

Update on Fire Fees.  Previously the Board discussed the charge for persons who had obtained 

a burning permit but still had a Mason Fire Department response.  The new ordinance allows the 

Board to set fees by resolution.  Supervisor Lazet distributed draft language that would waive 

charges for a Mason Fire Department response if the resident obtained a burning permit and was 

in full compliance with Vevay Township burning regulations as posted on the Township website.  

After discussion, Supervisor Lazet will draft a fire fee schedule resolution for adoption at the 

June Board of Trustees meeting. 

 

Headlee Roll Back.  Supervisor Lazet explained that the 1978 passage of the Headlee 

Amendment to the Michigan’s Constitution requires a local unit of government to reduce its 

millage when its annual growth on existing property is greater than the rate of inflation.  

Assessor Mackenzie believes the rollback of Vevay Townships 2020 millage rate of 1 mill 

to .9952 mill for 2021 is due to the uncapping of sold properties.  This represents lost revenue of 

approximately $1,100 in the 2021-22 fiscal year. 

 

T-1 Sewer District.  Supervisor Lazet has been contacted by the City of Mason to renegotiate 

the 1995 District No. T-1 Agreement between the City of Mason, Alaiedon Township, and 

Vevay Township.  This agreement extends the Mason sewer system from Howell Road through 

Alaiedon Township (Dart Container) and connecting into Legion Drive in Vevay Township.  The 

Vevay Township/Legion Drive businesses paid, by special assessment, for a portion of the 

infrastructure.  When the agreement for the project was drawn up, portions of the total sewage 

discharge in GPD (gallons per day) allotment was established at 80,000 GPD; 72,000 Vevay 

Township and 8,000 for Alaiedon.  Dart Container has always used most of the capacity, with 

the Legion Drive district using only 5,000 to 7,000 GPD. Dart will have a new production 

process coming on-line this September, adding about 10,000 GPD to their discharge. In 

September of 2020, the allotted GPD was exceeded which, together with the new level of 

discharge coming up causing the request from the City of Mason for renegotiation of the 

agreement.  Discussion followed on usage of Vevay Township’s allocated 72,000 GPD, capacity 

of the sewer line, and protecting resources for Legion Drive.  Supervisor Lazet will contact 

Attorney Revore and provide an update at the June Meeting. 

 

Any Other Business.  None 

 

Public Comment.  None 

 

Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m. 

 

    

      ______________________________________ 

                           JoAnne Kean, Clerk 

 
Recording Deputy Clerk Ruttan 

 

 

 


